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Citizens in an EU/EEA country 
Residence/work permit or valid Asylum Seeker Card 

Level assessment 
Comparison to a generic vocational qualification
 

Recognition of vocational qualifications 

VET – formal qualifications 
upper and post – secondary level 

Advisory Statement

Methodology based on LRC principles



Reference point – the Swedish formal education system

Foreign vocational qualification Swedish vocational qualification 
Upper - secondary vocational qualification
(dual purpose - employment and further studies)

• Swedish Upper Secondary Diploma (SeQF 4)

Upper - secondary vocational qualification 
(no - access qualification)

• Swedish vocational education at upper secondary 
level (SeQF 3 or 4)

Post – secondary vocational qualification • Swedish Higher Vocational Education Diploma 
(SeQF 5)

• Advanced Higher Vocational Education Diploma 
(SeQF 6)



The five elements of a qualification
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Determine the official status of the qualification and 
the awarding institution

 Recognized qualification and awarding institution

 Tools: educational legislation, quality assurance 
bodies, Certificate Supplement, country´s NQF and EQF. 

 Challenges: understand the mechanism for quality 
assurance, understand what is “formal” education in 
the context of the VET system.
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Determine the level of the qualification in the national 
education system

 Upper secondary or post-secondary level (EQF 3-6)

Tools: educational legislation, country´s NQF, EQF,    
Certificate Supplement, VET-charts, VET-system 
descriptions.

 Challenges: discrepancy between educational level 
and NQF level
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Determine the workload (duration) of the qualification

 At least 1 year full - time studies

 Tools: transcript of record, educational legislation, 
Certificate Supplement, country´s NQF.

 Challenges: Duration not defined in terms of years 
or semesters, unclear amount of practical training. 
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Determine the general purpose of the qualification

 The qualification must prepare for employment 

 Tools: transcript of record, Certificate Supplement, 
description of the programme, qualifications 
databases, country´s NQF.

 Challenges: grey zone of education? post -
secondary vocational qualifications with dual purposes 
(outside EHEA), VET or HE?.
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Describe the general orientation of the qualification

Learning outcomes may differ and still be accepted

 Tools: description of the programme,  Certificate 
Supplement, qualifications databases.

 Challenges: present the qualification accurately 
and in an easily understandable way for the Swedish 
labor market.
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Learning outcomes



This is a free translation!



Thank you!
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